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FIGHTING FOR FRANCE IN THE AIR
11

I The incidents related hen are front experiences
me uica an ki mc vu Kun wciicrn ironx, in riw rtaiaans ana Turkey. He has
received medals first rank for gallantry and eMciency in airmanship. The
stories present a romantic side the great war drama which baa not hitherto
been described by any one so well qualified to tell it. For military reasons
the narrator of these war adventures in air cannot use bis name in connec
tton therewith.

was nt Maubeuge that T got my bap-t.s- m

Ii" if gunfire. I was piloting a ma-ch.-

with nn observer as companion.
Wo ran Into denso cloud?, so had to

t ,ip .iick. Ah wo wcro coming over tho
tvewh linos I saw a movement and bu.itlo
awing tho troops and then there was the
iii!'i of about a thousand rifles cracking at
us Tlie Infantry had mistaken mo for a
(ieniinn because my machlno vpn different
frnm most of tho others I

n.it was my. baptism of Are and T shall
net or forget It.

My first sensations were of surprise,
which rapidly developed Into a kind of fear,
which In turn changed to fascination. It
positively fascinated me to see the holes
Appearing In the. planes ns each bullet
r.pped Its way through, although only a
few of them pierced the wings. I was look-'n- c

nt tny Instrument bikini to sea nt what
he gut I was when suddenly a bullet hit the
hnard and a splinter JumpeM up In front of
me At about the same time a bullet
pierced the gasolene tank and all the pre-- .
.ou liquid ran out. Another one lilt one of

the Instruments and smashed It. When the
:ii!ene ran out there was nothing for It
it to come down, so I trusted to luck and

i.mie down In the tlrst good field I saw.
(K-.c- n or so Helglan and French sol-.- '.

t ru'ied out, apparently not mire,
vv' her 1 was F.iigllh or Herman.

Angtily I Jumped out and gesticulating
tho approaching soldiers I shouted the

mc.iiiuhilo that I was a friend.
"ie Captain turned around to his men

d in the French equivalent shouted:
'."" lure: Damn it all! This Isn't Food
' ugh!"

lint the perforations In the wine of my
wt'.iy old plane did not upset tny oquilib-- r'

'in .it all. I luid ic spate guo!oue tank,
' c!i wu.s rapidly tilled, and 1 was soon on
m whj in the air aualn.

fji'.'il fortune was with me In th.it epl-md- e,

for It Is oftentimes possible for such
holes to be rcnTln the wings by bullets and
-- hells that It Is absolutely necenry to
nnko as quick a landing ns possihle. H

is not been my fate up to the present
.me -- and 1 am writing this with one hnnd
"i wood- - to make a descent under such

i dillons. but a very dear friend of mine
who has since "gone west" had the mlsfor- -

nie.

Wnen he left on the fateful flight his
mnanilor save him the usual warning:

Take no risks. If the enemy brings you
'.mi 'u nmt destroy your despatches

ir.d t' iieroplane ns well. Good luck!"
M. foetid was the observer on thLs trip

i id he related the story to me In the fol-w.-

wuy:
"While the pilot was Inspecting his ma-eh.-

I took my seat, with the despatches
etv.een my legs and a carbine slung
' tig the fuse'ige on either side. T.io ma-- ti

in rose. ' steered directly north,
- .t little by the wind, which caught

- d1 ways.
s i. ' tho pilot shut off the motor,

. i noili ng was audible except the whH- -'

of the wind through tho wire, lie
r ..J to nie and pointed out some little
hi smoke far below. Jlo signed to

I ten, luit I could hear nothing e- -

iiind of the wind, Then the mo-.- ii

t I again and Its steady roar
' i w i ilium.

'1 rr- - grew nearer and moie grncr- -

i .ed to rise Mill higher, when
' ' rew aim on one side. The pilot

the of an American pilot of

of the
of

the

righted ns, but another and more terrible
shock hurled us vertically upward. Then
we began to fall. The. smoke and flames
wero now qulto near us and wo were
thrown In all directions by great blasts
of air.

"Stilt we flew ahead. Gripping the fusel-g- e

I awaited the end, incapable of
thought. Then suddenly calm was re-

stored. We had passed the danger zone,
and beneath us was a great forest, cut
here and there with ravines.

"Hardly hail we recovered ur feeling of
security when danger reappcured. Our
(aeroplane began to reel over. The pilot
shut 'ff the motor and turning his head
looked toward our left wing, where a strip
of torn fabric was streaming In the wind.

"At once a headlong descent began, end-

ing witlh an abrupt landing In a narrow
clearing. Only this pilot oou'd have
achieved so desperate a maiueuvre. Cuhnlj
he Jumped to earth, shouting:

"Take your carbine while I repair the
cloth.' Then ho set to work ro patch the
torn wing.

"'If the Bodies come.' he added, 'fire at
hom nnd I will burn the midline and we

will run for It.'
"While I wntcihed the' pilot continued h.s

work. At last he told me to lift the tail
of the machine, started to pull hlmje'.f and
we bent double with our efforts to drag
it to the other end of the clearing. Hut
th roots and stones impeded and we were
about to abandon our task when suddenly
the pilot leaped forward and thrust his re-

volver Into the face of nn unkempt, dirty
man who had approached unseen.. I seized
my carbine, but the man stood wish his
hands In his pockets and said:

"'We belong to yon; we were ready to
Kiilde our men through the forest. When
the Hoches arrived we hid. My friends are
near and we will help.'

"He called, and a number of
unkempt peasants stood round the aero-
plane. In an Instant we were ready to go.

The propeller was started and we roy.
but the trees opposite u came townrd u

at n great pace, and their height appeared
to prow as we approached; It seemed that
we would never rise over them.

"Suddenly, with a bound that put u i

almost vertical, we passed above them,
and were once again looking down on the
tree tops. At the edge of the forest smoke
puffs reappeared; but ft turn enable! us to
regain the cover of the forest and to pair
altitude. When wo came out agiin. lost
In the sky, the guns had ceased, and,

slowly, we landed In the Flench
lines."

I had only been on tho aerial frontier a
week when I hud my first encounter with
u Zeppelin.

Out of the gray dawn of the very early
morning, as I was sturtlng on my tlrst
leal locnnntilssnnco trip, the gray bulk of
a Zeppelin emerged, her engines thrashing
fiercely. She was lute In getting back from
her night raid, and the captain had sieii
two ominous spots In the sky to the lear-war-

Aeroplane"! Since the now of the night
raid was flashed to the Alh'es' aerial sta-

tions men and machines had been ptepar-In- g

for the grim task of Inlercepilng the
Zeppelin on the return Journey. when day-

light would givi- - the aeroplanes tnoir full
power of attack. Willie It was jet il.nk
two of the more during pilots had slutted,
and V clever airmanship thej look a

A German aeroplane captured by the French near

Thrilling Experiences in Raids and Aerial Duels
of a Young American Aeroplane Pilot

in the Service of the Allies
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Twenty rounds of lead I planted in the rear of

io ivc them a strategic
position when the Zeppelin appealed.

Hut the crafty enemy had token another
course, and when d.iwu broke It was not to
be se.-- by the iwrlul w.uvheis. MnsM of
lleecy clouds r ndered nlwervatlon dinicult,
nnd hope had nlmiwt cllsaiipe.iied when
Middeiilj one of the pilots saw the Zeppelin
li oiii ihroiuh a cloud bank i'overal mill"-(ihia-

Ileellnv over at a terrllic angle,
the little i raft mums round in pursuit,
climbing us It went, so as to gel I lie "hawk
position" wit the enemy ship.

The Zeppelin h.'m dl:ippca,rid! Some-w-

le in that upper world of coldne-- s and
Mien, e I he ship I" ti.iiiling tlivoiich v

cloud" if w I' ii bed by t'ie glorioiix

liubts of i'io new ovj A f'ek or burned
o.l fiu s if pi:i air and the roar of en-

gines m fiol throttle pulsates into space
I .me swull'iHK in parsult of Hie", the

Calais. Machine

neinpl.ines hunt lush and low f r the
and not until after one long

dive to e.v'tll Is the vessel sighted. It

has cleverly been us:ng the clou Is for
coer. and by the liberal sacrlllee of gu

n ml ballast It has danced up and down in
the air to elude the hunters. In these titt-

ies the Zeppelin has the advantage of
quick movements.

A brilliant burn of sunlight uddeiik-leveal- s

the ship to the aviators, and the
Zeppelin captain nlso discovers ns us we
wheel nroiuid tn pursue. We are at a
lower level and we promptly start climbing.
The Zeppelin leaps upward, and, setting
her elevation planes, s(.,.i,s t,, edi n
greater a ivantnge in lulght.

To il below It looked us thou.'!, pars, i t

helpless, lull We held ill grimly,
rtteiaiiy we g.i aecl In forvvaid speed our

wele flcs'l, w'lile the Zeppe'in mo- -

his machine.

gun used for shooting down aeroplanes.
Photos by Modem I'hnto Service.

t ir.s aero feeling tla s'ra.u of long running
M '..h speed Win II the affair settled Into
a stern chase the Zepp-li- n opened tire.

We wele pi opal rd fur this tui, Kept a
cliwe as pos'iba. m tin' wake of th tieimun
ship, thus m.i-k.n- g the nuns In the forward
cabin. Hut the Zeppe'in. darning u lesson
fii'in pie, i. us i io (. ice! . 'ad vans In the
liar enli.n. and despite thi dis.idv mtage of
.le.oiaic in htio p.ira.'el with the kee!
they miole r.iji.d pi'ucticc- aeroplanes.

The situ.it.ou grew uesptrat" for th
Zeppelin. All the ballast had teen thrown
out. uasoleiie was running short and the
engiiitvs vwie showing ..v.ns of Increasing
wciiKiif and lirenuar running.

I'ndetei id bj the Hues one of our
-- q ladion it ae.o'.i'aiies ad nil. any climhei:
lo the s lllle .e.e! I (. ; a'-- ll p Mild WMs'
-- '.e.H.i'v . ng to a 'e --" t where It v.oiiU
he coll i.leo I'lolll il'o XiVi'e " Blllls b.v

Hie li i i.'' t ' sh.p A gnat burst of
forward p oil con d aline f.ue the

A

mnndor of the Zeppelin from lieing over-
taken by the enemy.

The machine which I was piloting was
the second to rise' above the tire zone,
though one ragged wing showed a wound
of the fra '

As a balloon the Zeppelin could tlse no
higher, fur alt her ballast bail been sacri-
ficed. The captain decided to bring Jils
elevating planes back to normal and stake
all on a high speed flight In a horizontal
course. He was encouraged In this by the
sight of his German llnivi below, with the
landmarks which he knew so well. I Miffs

of smoke told htm that the nemplanes were
being shelled by Cermau guuiierx, that the
bombardment showered upon us might re-

lieve him at any moment. Indeed some of
the shots burst so near the Zeppelin thnt
the commander must have hnd an Imllffer-et- it

opinion of the gunners' marksmanship.
Hut the tiring on hind soon ce.isnd. An

ominous sign to the commander ft the Zep.
pellll.

When I talked afterward with a comrade
in a machlno below the level of the Zeppe-
lin he told me of the Intense agony which
the Zeppelin crew suffered ns they looked
ill each other with horror str'.ek'en ejes.
Without doubt their one poss-slt- ig thought
was. "What Is happening ntwve us"" From
their little cabins there wn.s no poss'bMlty
uf an upward survey, for the great body of
the ship loomed above them, shutting out
tile oveiliend view.

Hut tho crew of tho Zeppelin couM pic-
ture In their minds' eves theme two iraunt
bild", of whlrh I happened to he piloting
one. Il.vlng after them remorselessly as
I'.ite. and Inch by lm ) gaining on them.
Well did the erevv know that the Zeppelin
would soon bo beneath the n roplnno. A
bomb will drop on the creat sh p's back,
and then

In a frenzy the cupula plunged his sh'p
downward mil swung Ic r to the tight with
a swerve that threuteni d to break ier
spine. lint the elephantine nviiio'iivre
availi d him little. W. in the aeroplanes
t'ollld dive o nil swerve with the gr.uo of
.swnliows. while tho uiaiit sh.p lumbered
'he a den la t b illnun.

Hut what was pissi,tK thiough the in ml
of ilie otnm.inder of that Z"piell:r: Full
within ills view diwti iheie on laud was
'lis harbor'nf safety, his hangar, milj sev-

eral thousand fei t away. Ills fate was, in
the balance and he knew It. Ills transit to
laud would be ontv a n.attei of seconds, but
what of those hm.zard in roplinio above
ban'.' In t'.e tloroo conflict of the air in
'.Ku'Nip" t'lc-- i Is no quaiter. Tine, .t ,s a
tno-- o in.in t i tun n coiiib.it than inn other
Jih i si uf the war, but it s relentless.

W'e of the aeroplanes summoned up all
our renr..;nli.if netvc energy. Our prize
was Jmt wi.hln our grasp he must not
escape. If ho did wo would most easily
become tlie prey of the nntl-alicrii- ft nuns

uat wie vva.tink: choir chance to send
fdoft tin Ir deailh had of shrapnel.

Down swept our bombs with unrrr ng
...uric j. There was a dull thud n.d t.ieu
II Sheet ' tl lice. s,r. HilillU with I g ' it nit, g

peed, in a mono nt enveloping ti:e entire
ma'- - vi s. I. T.ie hiirn'ng hjdrngrn

mis ireil n with app.illlnL- - furj. and In a
few liLstant the iieat ship, crumbling and
Jnelllim, li.uileil to earth like a blazing
lie r

I'loni the eirtu mnnv guns spoke. Thej- -

a served for tho llrlng salute over the
if the fallen.

Our n.acb in s rucked iiml.r the concus-
sion .m.-stl- : g hells, but w.i managed to
Kei .i i , our way.
ir a lierm.in kn. ws wha' it . to s. e

n Xeppi In fall. It - an ouien of iloom.
Wlia: a tremendous mpic-!o- n that lli- -t

aerial encounter with i, Zeppelin left upon
tny in tid' And while tried to do my
bit n tlie t'lniiuutcr was Li. id tli.it It

w.is not my bomb diet had muck the
backli ine of the monster airship.

The Zeppelins .live had their day. which
I belli ve Is fast pissing, of tip. com-
batants n: the outbreak . f the
del mans alone possessed an eU'ectlve avi i.il
i lap..-- . . f nth nee in their Zi i ,n lm-- ; the.r
! nn of supenotitv In this r, .pect - t.tst
i fill i c aveay, mid the vvoi.der u thin the
(! ruinn.s hitherto have no! uiinle l.clti - ue

f the. i opportunities !. tld- - tor
tlie iLuil, si' they have Wiollcllt 'has been
fn in i military point f view totally

ant.
Thi.e ,i, two means of di fen. c against

till1 '. Pel 1.11 Wh'i'l have fi ce Ved atlel.-- it
on. Till tirst Is ili. antl-i- i for eft gun.

i t. iniiousiy iiupioved .n vert.ial ! uuc .m. I

a e lino j ..f liri since t ie injiri iu ,

but st I' a poor and uineri m weaooi
at tile Ins'.. The socond nn1!' I consis s

French biplane taking on b'onni an

ot offence, for the Zepceim is more estsg
cially vuliierable, not in the air, but In Its
Jail, ami soon there will se'nrceiy ho a Her-
man airship base designed for depredations
cm lhiglanil and on tiiie North Sea which
will be out of hinge of the Hritlstl long
distance iieioplanes.

Ill the spring. In Meet fot ihesei
long distance1 ue'ioplaut's will make offen-
sive nihl on the Zeppelin bases.

In these boiubuidmeiits of the , sub-
stantially the s.einii tactics will be- - used as
was formerly used In naval warfare. There
nre tin ev aims now of the1 iverliil service,
eaih utilizing separate1 types of machines.

The llrst i lass comprises the scouting
clalt, light ami licavv, according as the
wort, is mi u wide strategical or n limited
tactical Hciile. ctecoiidly, there are the
niroplunes which filinlsh the eyes for the
iirtlllerj. f.iltly heavy iniichlnes with ma-
chine guns for beating off Ihe attacks of
hostile1 llleis. I'ili.ill.v. there arc the squad-- r.

us termi-i- l by the French "giouim do
ismiliaideineiit," utilised wholly for offeit-Mi- ve

purposes, both against enemy air
craft, for Isiliib dropping, and for llrlng on
enemy forces behind the buttle line.

And this is the formation In which thsjr
will soll.t foith in thi-'- spring c.nnpulijn
ihe mlgiitj Ann nlas of the air

Wiib sii,h ilevts In the air thero will fee
aerial battles which oven .lilies Verne and
Weils could liol have dreamed of.

une ed my own lAperiences in nerlsl
eouiinit, when linignllled n dozen fold, will
g.vo the ivider an idea of the1 coming air
I'll! O'ltltl'IS,

I Mad Just passed over tho woods of tha
He: mini fiont Inn., which weie- - bristling
witli "Ai ebb s. " ami vOileh lire I m a
worthy salute, when a biplane nnd mono-
plane appeared e.ist of nu. the biplane
lending, with ample' ' Vlileiice of being In ft
lunry and the monoplane overhauling It
hand's ovel fls,". We wore about 1,500
fi . i above the i 's " and when within
iho'it a mile I got a gl!mpe of the mono-p- "

i.o's front vvlir-- '. Ulack cross on a white
-- i. e le'o.l enough!

Down we.it the nose of my machine
vrrticallv. .'' feit I came down,

w'.ille the nl r speisl iinliiator wont up to
the ItlO mile per hour point and then stuck,
not having boon design, d tor the purpofi
cifevo .bug lecognlzel l.inif I "pected
the little biplane I was piloting to fold up
aiiv minute, but she stood it like u rock.

I'.y this time the other liliwhlnes were
i.lni' St vertlciilly l.i vv me The tlorman
!..-.- cimght the biplane and was emptying
his g ,i. i'Uo it nt fin, yards range. It

transpired lli.it Just at this
tune he liuii tbiee liullets through the ob-

servers ut in nnd one through the main
gasolene tank. Willi the ii'sult thnt the
pUMviMs Until was pouting nil over the
pi o observe1!- - and fiisi'laco.

I stailnl pulling mv machlno out of htr
pose divo at 2.U0H feet a .ovi' the Herman.
I don't biiievc the pi'ot iver saw- mo until
1 opined Hie. Twenty roiind.s of load t
pl it'ted into tin ii ar of Ins machine1, though
the upper iu did not hit him lie then
I irned h.,-- t to me. turning on a

ern, mill u v bank and doing a complete
e ul: to set whi le he uileinled g itlg to.

Till- - liltl" leggar was desellbiilg circuits
orouiid mo, wiille I did a sort of inner circle,
conducted of course with u ! i pciullculnr
luinl.. i ivviiig to tin1 fin't thai my spied. was
s i great and tlmt I was d unc complete
t uns in about iwiio the lc nir'.b of my ma-

chine the i Ifuga! ioice was so great
tb it the nmciilae gun mu'il not - held on
It- - mounting nnd coii.,1 not pulled up
quire. Tilings U'.ng al tl a1 m tnent lv

nus.it.f.il torv . I wii'ii'i sorry to seo
ta ' Herman head lor home

lb il iu punuiit I went I was getting a
littl. anxious ab. ml the "Archies." for I
was gradually decreasing my altitude Hut

inky shot Poind Its billet and the pilot
vv no lllote.

The evo'.uti ns thM machine with no
pilot described when fuluiig trom 7,000 feet
weie extraordinary, viewed from above.
l'li t wheels up, then right way again, a
loop, sevillll civ. wheels a nose dive, moro
loops mid sine, turns onto and off Ittf
back. ilieW.IJ.s. Ii" t it ,t was lost to sight
o 111" .1 .in lb,, ..foim.1

Mioiu ,i week later I was lljuig over the
m.e territory at i low altitude. I was at --

Iiacled bv sunelhltig I saw oil the ground
and ilesiM nding I dlscoveied a "mall, hastily
routed mound topped by a rough cross, and
on ihe cr. - had been written as legibly an
was (".ibie wii'i a pencil

li kiii: i.n.s vs viiim v v "
T a! was all Vol f.ir nvv.iv there lay

flll'JICelil. ,,i il e ncr .p1 iiio It g.ivo
l line lent' e

,s, riind c; ' ' th v m ? np- -
;, 'ir tli .'.' Ml o

aena. torpeco.


